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from the soil. To give up so much land as the treaty required would reduce the tribe to the greatest distress, which seemed to them neither just nor necessary.
There were other speeches made. To these speeches Jackson replied at considerable length. Moved as he and all present, had been by the addresses of the two chiefs, he still felt it due to the United States to adhere to his demands. "You know,1' said he, "that the portion of country which you desire to retain is that through which the intruders and mischief-makers from the lakes reached you, and urged your nation to those acts of violence that have, involved your people in wretchedness and your country in ruin. Through it leads the path Tecumseh trod when he came to visit you. That path must be stopped. Until this is done, your nation cannot expect happiness, nor mine security, f have already told you the reasons for demanding it. They arc such as ought not, cannot he departed from. You must determine whether or not you are disposed to become friendly."against the white man a hostile hand, \ the first to express the feelings of the council. His spe made a deep impression upon all who heard it, the maje; manner of the man adding force to his words. He told story of the war, from what causes it had arisen; w sufferings it had caused; what desolation it had left, admitted that the coming of Jackson's army alone had sa1 the friendly party from destruction, and that the claim the Government for indemnity was just. They were w ing to transfer a portion of their land. But was not ne; tiation to that end premature ? Was the war ended ? 1 war party, it was true, had fled to Florida, but they mil return and renew the strife. The Indians required la hunting grounds, for their habits were not the habits white men who stayed at'home and drew all their substa:equired the giving up all or nearly all of that part of their territory to the United States which now makes the States of Alabama, Mississippi, and a part of West Tennessee,effectual means of populating that section of the Union.
